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Abstract: this article highlights a brief description of tourism industry as well as its features, moreover 

innovations, modern trends and recent developments in tourism. It is true that the world economy is changing 

rapidly nowadays and innovations are nearly existence in every sphere. So in recent years numerous specialty 

forms of tourism are developing in particular countries, for example, sport tourism, ecotourism, medical 

tourism, agritourism, cultural tourism and others. Aforementioned various forms of tourism have been discussed 

in the article separately and showed clear examples for each of them. 
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It has been already proved that tourism is one of the vital industry for the countries to create favorable 

conditions for their population; provide employment of them and it is extra income earned by foreigners who 

visit the country for pleasure. So these reasons aforementioned, most of developing countries are now doing 

special measures to develop tourism industry efficiently and tourism has already been considered as a profitable 

industry for the countries.  

According to the World Travel & Tourism Council’s (WTTC) annual research into the economic impact and 

social importance of the sector. The research conducted over the last 25 years by WTTC, which represents the 

global private sector of Travel & Tourism, shows that Travel & Tourism in 2018:  

 Contributed $8.8 trillion to the global economy  

 Grew faster than the global economy for the eighth successive year (3.9% for Travel & Tourism versus 

3.2% for global GDP)  

 Generated 10.4% of all global economic activity  

 Contributed 319 million jobs, representing one in ten of all jobs globally  

 Is responsible for one in five of all new jobs created in the world over the last five years  

 Is the second-fastest growing sector in the world, ahead of Healthcare (+3.1%); Information Technology 

(+1.7%) and Financial Services (+1.7%) behind only Manufacturing, which grew by 4%  

 Increased its share of leisure spending to 78.5% (from 77.5% in 2017) meaning 21.5% (22.5% in 2017) of 

spending was on business  

 Increased its share of spending from international tourists 28.8%, up from 27.3% in 2017. This means that 

71.2% of spending comes from domestic tourists. 

It is clear after these statistics why tourism industry is so important for the countries [8]. 

There are numerous specialty forms of tourism (Figure 1): 

 Agritourism 

 Birth tourism 

 Culinary tourism 

 Cultural tourism 

 Dark tourism  

 Eco tourism 

 Extreme tourism 

 Geotourism 

 Heritage tourism 

 LGBT tourism 

 Medical tourism 

 Movie tourism 

 Nautical tourism 

 Pop-culture tourism 

 Religious tourism 

 Sex tourism 

 Slum tourism 

 Sports tourism 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agritourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birth_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culinary_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dark_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eco_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extreme_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geotourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heritage_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medical_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Movie_tourism&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nautical_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pop-culture_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slum_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sports_tourism


 
 

Fig. 1. Numerous specialty forms of tourism 
 

Let’s give description of forms of tourism in a brief manner. 

Agritourism or agrotourism, as it is defined most broadly, involves any agriculturally based operation or 

activity that brings visitors to a farm or ranch [1]. 

Culinary tourism or food tourism is the exploration of food as the purpose of tourism [2]. 

Ecotourism is a form of tourism involving visiting fragile, pristine, and relatively undisturbed natural areas, 

intended as a low-impact and often small scale alternative to standard commercial mass tourism. It means 

responsible travel to natural areas, conserving the environment, and improving the well-being of the local people 

[3]. 

Geotourism deals with the natural and built environments [4]. 

Sports tourism refers to travel which involves either observing or participating in a sporting event while 

staying apart from the tourists' usual environment [5]. 

Religious tourism, also commonly referred to as faith tourism, is a type of tourism, where people travel 

individually or in groups for pilgrimage, missionary, or leisure (fellowship) purposes [6].  

Medical tourism refers to people traveling to a country other than their own to obtain medical treatment. In 

the past, this usually referred to those who traveled from less-developed countries to major medical centers in 

highly developed countries for treatment unavailable at home [7]. 

All things considered, on the one hand it is beneficial for countries to attract visitors from abroad, but on the 

other hand it must be dangerous for the local environment. So, governments should pay attention to the purity of 

the touristic places. 
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